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CLINICAL LECTURE ON POISONING BY OXALIC ACID. 


BY R. B. TODD, M.D., PROFESSOR OF ANATOMY IN KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON. 


Wuen a large dose of this acid has been taken, or when it has been 
taken in a concentrated form, the symptoms set in quickly. In ani- 
mals thus poisoned the symptoms are, exquisite abdominal pain, express- 
ed by cries and struggling, soon succeeded by violent efforts to vomit, 
then by languor and debility, and death without convulsion occurs in 
from two to twenty minutes. , 

When much diluted the poison seems to act on the nervous system. 
In large doses it paralyzes the heart; in a less dose the animal is seized 
with tetanic convulsions, affecting the muscles of the chest and prevent- 
ing their free action, and causing suffocation. When the dose is still 
less, the spasms are slight or altogether wanting, and the animal dies 
under symptoms of narcotism. — 

In man, death often comes on in a few minutes when a concentrated 
dose has been taken. If the poison have been diluted, the symptoms 
are, a burning pain in the stomach and sometimes in the throat; the 
pain is generally followed by vomiting. If life be prolonged there is 
violent irritation of the bowels, as evinced by pain and frequent inclina- 
tion to go to stool, with bloody evacuations. The circulation is much 
depressed ; the pulse fails, is very feeble; and the skin is cold and 
clammy. After some time there are weakness and lassitude of the 
limbs, followed by numbness. In a case recorded by Dr. Arrowsmith, 
an eruption of the skin, in circular patches of a deep red tint, perhaps 
erythema, came out, and the leeches which were applied to the stomach 
died almost immediately after they had bitten. : 

Such are the symptoms as detailed by Christison. Our patient, a 
strong young woman, was reported to have taken the poison about half 
past one. She was brought here about three, P.M. She went toa 
chemist’s and asked for arsenic to clean boot-tops, but was told that 
that drug was not used for this purpose, but that oxalic acid was. She 
was given a paper labelled “poison,” and the quantity was stated to be 
about the same as is usually sold for a dose of salts (a pennyworth). 
This, we are told, she swallowed, but not entirely ; she took it in beer. 
No more was known respecting the act to those who accompanied her 
to the Hospital. They informed us that the cause of her committing 
this rash deed was a dispute with her mistress, but on further inquiry it 
appears that Cupid had a finger in the pie. The only symptom under 
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which she seemed to suffer was pain, yet evidently not exquisite. There 
was no failure of the pulse or the strength. We could not learn that 
she had vomited; there was no redness of the tongue or irritation of 
the fauces. 

Notwithstanding the absence of the ordinary signs, I felt it my duty 
to act as if I were certain the poison had been taken. The ready an- 
tidote to the poison is lime, given as lime-water or chalk mixture. 
These were at hand, and I had her, therefore, well drenched with them, 
especially with the latter. 1 felt even that it was better to introduce these 
agents into her stomach at once, and to make a harmless oxalate of 
lime, than lose time in waiting for the effects of emetics to evacuate the 
stomach. 

Some of you seemed disappointed that I did not use the stomach- 
pump. My reasons for this were—first, because the patient made no 
difficulty about swallowing, consequently the fluids we should have in- 
troduced by the stomach-pump were taken in much more easily and 
quickly, and without violence. Second, the great value of the stomach- 
pump is to pump in, not to pump out; and however it may be neces- 
sary in some instances to apply it to the latter purpose, it was not re- 
quired in this, the neutralization of the acid being our great object. In 
pumping out there is danger of irritating the coats of the stomach, or 
sucking them into the tube, and as oxalic acid is an extremely irritant 
poison, I felt that this risk ought to be avoided. At a little before five 
o'clock the patient seemed composed ; pulse 90, and stomach soft, but 
somewhat painful on pressure. She seemed sulky and reluctant to an- 
swer. She had been liberally dosed with chalk mixture. I prescribed 
half a drachm of sulphate of zinc, an emetic, and after its operation di- 
rected the chalk to be resumed. If signs of stomach or bowel irritation 
manifested themselves, leeches and fomentations were to be applied. » 

You have seen the patient to-day; she is now free from pain or fe- 
ver, but she is reported to have suffered severe griping pain in the 
night, which, indeed, is almost the only symptom she has had. | 

It must be evident to you, from what I have told you of the ordi- 
nary symptoms of oxalic acid poisoning, that this patient took but a small 
portion of the drug, and that not in a concentrated form. This case has 
not, therefore, afforded you a fair specimen of the more striking effects 
of this poison, but it has given you an opportunity of observing the 
course of treatment which ought to be pursued in all cases of this kind, 
real or suspected, and therefore it has not been devoid of considerable 
practical utility. The too frequent occurrence of such cases cannot fail 
forcibly to impress upon us the lamentable want of some legislative en- 
actment to prevent the indiscriminate sale of poisonous drugs. A fearful 
responsibility rests upon the venders of such articles, and it would seem. 
that'some stringent law upon this subject is as much to be desired for 
their protection as for that of others of the puhlic.— London Lancet. — 
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EXCISION OF A LARGE TUMOR UPON THE NECK. 


BY R. D. MUSSEY, M.D., PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIO. 


In December, 1841, I was consulted by Mr. Jas. C. M’Dowell, et. 
34, of Mt. Carmel, Wabash Co., Illinois, on account of a large tumor 
on the right side of the neck, and received from him the following ac- 
count of it. | 

The tumor commenced eighteen years ago, in the form of a lump, 
below the tip of the ear, of the size of a hazelnut, which was painful, 
and which on that account was thought to be mumps. The pain sub- 
sided in a few days, but the swelling and hardness remained. From 
that time the progress of the tumor was slow, and almost always without 
pain, till within the last eighteen months, during which time he had ex- 
perienced a great deal of pain in the ear and on the side of the face. 
In 1828, between five and six years after the first appearance of the 
disease, and when the tumor was about the size of a hen’s egg, he came 
to Cincinnati and took advice from the Professor of Surgery in the 
Medical College of Ohio, who declined operating, saying, “ that the 
carotid artery must first be tied, or the extraction of the tumor would 
prove fatal in a few minutes; and besides, the right side of the face 
would be palsied by the division of an important nerve,” &c. ¥ 

The tumor presented, at the time above mentioned, viz., December, 
1841, the following appearances: It was nearly hemispherical in form, 
with some tuberasities, extending from the lower part of the concha of 
the ear, which it crowded a little upward, to. within an inch and three 
quarters of the clavicle, and antero-posteriorly from the anterior border 
of the cervical portion of the trapezius, to within two inches of the me- 
dian line upon the chin, covering part of the larynx and trachea, and a 
large portion of the lower jaw. A line stretched from the anterior to 
the posterior edge of the base of the tumor, over its apex or pole, mea- 
sured ten inches; and its circumference at the base was seventeen 
inches. The sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle was put in a state of tension 
upon the back part of the tumor, and seemed adherent to it. This 
large mass possessed a good degree of solidity, had no uncommon sensi- 
bility to the touch, could be made to glide slightly in the antero-posterior 
direction, showing that it did not involve the deep and large vessels, and 
most important nerves of the neck: the integument covering it was 
healthy looking. 

I decided upon the practicability of its removal, and put the patient 
upon a farinaceous diet, with water only for his drink ; and on the 11th 
of January, 1842, in the presence of several professional gentlemen, and 
a few friends of the patient, proceeded to the operation. The integu- 
ments and platysma were divided by a vertical and horizontal incision 
crossing each other at right angles upon the pole of the tumor ; the flaps 
were carefully raised, and the mass slowly disengaged from the con- 
densed cellular bands which shot from the neighboring parts, and from 
the mastoid muscle, a portion of the attenuated edge of which was re- 
moved. Some difficulty was found and a good deal of pain produced 
in detaching it from the infra auricular and infra maxillary tissues, but no 
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important bloodvessel was wounded or muscle mutilated, except the mas- 
toid: nor nerve injured, except a descending branch of the facial, by 
which a slight displacement was given to the integuments of the chin. 
The angle of the mouth kept its natural position. ‘There was less than 
a pint of blood lost, and the patient, though somewhat faint for a short 
time during the operation, causing a little delay, had so far rallied as to 
be comfortable during the application of the dressings, and after he was 
carried to his bed. The following night he was restless and had con- 
siderable pain with irritative fever, which were soothed by an anodyne 
dose with spiritus mindereri. . | 

After the first night Mr. M’Dowell was comfortable—the wound 
healed kindly, and in four weeks he left the city to visit his friends. 
Within the last few days we learn by a gentleman directly from his resi- 
dence, that he is in sound health and good spirits. | 

For the purpose of safely extracting large tumors from the neck, it 
can rarely be necessary to ligate the carotid artery as a preparatory step. 
By carrying the dissection close to the morbid growth but little risk is 
incurred, unless in the fungoid growths, which sometimes completely 
encircle large vessels and important nerves ; and with these there is but 
little encouragement for an operation. 

The slow progress of the tumor, together with its solidity and free- 
dom from irritation, served to mark it as a morbid structure of mild 
character; and yet from the frequent and strong pains induced by me- 
chanical tension of sentient nerves in its neighborhood during the last 
year and a half, it might ultimately have kindled up an action, the result 
of which would be obstinate or incurable ulceration ; but, as it is, the 
se will almost certainly be followed by entire exemption from the 

isease. 

The superficial portion of the parotid gland was not to be observed 
distinct from the tumor ; indeed there was no obvious trace of any part 
of it remaining. Like most tumors of slow growth, occupying the site 
of the parotid, it commenced, in all probability, in a lymphatic gland, 
and by pressure during its progressive and protracted enlargement, it 
had caused an entire absorption of so much of the parotid as came in its 
way.— Western Lancet. | 


CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 
BY JOHN HARRISON, M.D., PROFESSOR IN THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF OHIv. — 


Decemser 24th, 1841.—Patrick Brown aged 40, a laboring man, ad- 
dicted to the excessive use of ardent spirits, was brought into the Com- 
mercial Hospital of Cincinnati to-day. ‘The day before his admission he 
was seen by myself at the request of Dr. Bonner. When visited de- 
cided symptoms of hydrophobia were present. Great dread of water, rest- 
lessness, insomnia the night preceding, and a wild haggard look, with 
rapid pulse, were the predominant symptoms. Three weeks ago he had 
been bitten on the hand by a young dog, which was immediately killed. 
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The wound healed kindly, and he suffered no inconvenience whatever 
from the bite. Two days before the appearance of any distress of the 
system, he had joined the Temperance Society. The following ac- 
count of the phenomena exhibited by the disease, we copy from the 
Hospital Record Book. | 

December 24.—Patient is in a great nervous excitement, pulse rapid 
and weak, countenance haggard, eyes sunk and staring, he talks con- 
stantly and very fast, appears to be rational, foams from the mouth, 
by attempting to swallow he is taken with cramp about the pharynx ; 
cold air seems to have a similar effect—blindfolding likewise; he swal- 
lowed about a drachm of water with difficulty. Ten grains of the pow- 
dered root of belladonna were administered at noon. After which he re- 
fused to take medicine ; seems frightened, and under an impression that 
some persons are going to shoot him, or blow him up; does not dread 
the aspect of water, nor the touch of it; he puts his hand into water 
and washes his forehead and face, and allows his face to be washed. 
Cold air has no effect on him. 

Evening. Patient has been raving mad the whole afternoon ; frothy, 
sticky saliva running from his mouth; the whole body covered with a 
cold, clammy sweat; has kept a brickbat in his hand, for fear that per- 
sons were going to kill him, until he was overpowered and his hands se- 
cured ; the idea of being destined to be shot or blown up is predominant 
with him, occupies his imagination and excites him. Injections of assa- 
foetida are given, and he is made to swallow belladonna rad. pulv., gr. x. 
He is more quiet now ; tongue covered with white fur; has had a yellow 
fluid stool ; fear prevailing yet. . 

25.—Patient has been awake the whole night, walking in his room 
until 2 o’clock, A. M.; then he became noisy again, kicked against the 
door, asked for water, and took two good swallows without cramps ; af- 
terwards he had to make some exertions again, to settle his stomach, as 
he said, before he could swallow. No symptoms of hydrophobia ; sees 
and feels water; is not raving, but the fear of being killed predominant. 
Assafcetida injections were again given, and tinct. valerian and laudanum 
prescribed, but he would not take it; asked for whiskey. In the after- 
noon he became more exhausted, and laid down on his hed; he was 
washed with warm brandy, and wrapped in hot blankets. He continued 
to refuse taking anything, brandy as well as other liquids. Died at 8 
P. M., 26th. Post-mortem examination was not permitted by his wife. 
This morning it was found that blood and some yellow matter had run 
out of his nose.” . : é 

The above interesting, and, I may add, perplexing case, affords illus- 
trations of the ambiguity which still rests on the whole nature and pecu- 
liar symptomatology of hydrophobia, or rabies canina. Several points 
are well established in the brief history and rapidly fatal issue of Brown’s 


malady, whatever designation it may receive. First, that he was bitten 
by a dog; second, that the wound healed up with no severity of local 
irritation ; third, that when first seen by myself, with Dr. Bonner, his 
attending physician, the symptoms bore a very close resemblance to those 
characteristic of hydrophobia; and fourth, the quick termination of the 
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attack in death proved its exceeding violence. On the other hand, his 
sudden abandonment of his accustomed stimulus, with the facility in the 
course of the disease with which he allowed water to come in contact 
with his skin, and with which he drank it, would, on the first view of the 
case, seem to demonstrate that it partook more of delirium tremens than 
rabies canina. ‘There was a general concurrence of opinion on the part 
of all the medical gentlemen who visited him, at his own house, and on 
the first day of his admission into the Hospital, that it was a decided ex- 
emplification of hydrophobic disease. The best authorities assure us that 
the dread of water is not to be considered the pathognomonic symptom 
of this terrific malady, but that the entire group or concourse of phe- 
nomena must be taken into consideration, in order to form a just esti-. 
mate or rationale of the nature of the attack. 

We perceive no grounds to doubt but what a modification may have 
been impressed on the character of the case by the previous habits of 
the patient. It has often happened that the irritation induced by the 
contact of the hydrophobic virus has remained latent in the system till 
some exciting cause, of a perturbating kind, has thrown the nervous func- 
tion into a violent state of action. And the same remark applies to 
tetanus, between which and rabies there exists one prominent point of re- 
semblance, as far as their pathology is concerned. 

The local irritation produced by a wound in the foot or hand has re- 
mained latent for days, and even weeks, till the patient has been exposed 
to a damp, cold atmosphere, or has committed some impropriety in diet, 
and then the tetanic symptoms have made their appearance. As no 
poisonous matter is concerned in the production of the constitutional 
irritation, termed tetanus, so we analogically infer that no virus is absorbed 
and veritably present in the blood, subsequent to the infliction of the 
wound, and the inoculation of it with the peculiar secretion from the 
mouth of the mad dog. Spontaneous attacks of hydrophobia have, it is 
stated, occurred in the human subject, but of the truth of this we have 
our doubts. ‘That the dread of water is sometimes present in hysterical 
attacks there is no just room to question, but such a phenomenon is found 
in such cases to be accompanied with other manifestations of the true 
pathological condition of the sytem, as at once to deprive the symptoms 
of all its alarming features. 

The excision of the bitten part is the only expedient that any skilful 
physician will rely on; and as respects the method of cure, after de- 
cided symptoms of the disease have arisen, thus far the profession have 
only to lament the imbecility which besets all the measures (and they 


have been almost as multiplied as the drops of the morning dew) that 
have been tried.—Jbrd. 


CASE OF COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF THE JAW.— 
USE OF WIRE LIGATURE. Treatep sy A. B. SHIPMAN, M.D. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I am authorized to report the following case, which I send 
to you for publication, if you think it worthy. 
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August 30th, 1841, Mr. Ryan, of Virgil, Cortland Co., N. Y., et. 


about 25, was at work with a threshing machine. He was standing near 
the hopper, when, some of the gearing becoming deranged, the cylinder 
burst, and, together with its appendages, was shattered in pieces and 
hurled in every direction, throwing him violently the distance of several 
feet from where he was standing, and burying him in the fragments 
of the machinery. He was immediately extricated, and conveyed in- 
sensible to his house, a few rods distant. A messenger was immediately 
despatched for a surgeon, Dr. A. B. Shipman, of this town. I saw the 
patient in company with Dr. S., but not until five hours after the acci- 
dent, as it was several miles distant. Found him in great: suffering, and 
presenting a truly pitiable spectacle. His head and face shockingly con- 
tused and very much swollen ; a compound fracture of the lower jaw ; 
a punctured wound under the chin, extending through the integuments 
and sub-lingual tissues ; a severe contusion in the posterior cervical re- 
gion, and a laceration upon the right cheek, exposing the os malar; 
ecchymosis of the eye; pupils dilated, and other syimptoms of concus- 
sion. ‘Though there was much swelling of the parts, the nature and 
extent of the fracture was readily ascertained. The inferior maxillary 
bone was fractured upon the right side, between the last two molars, | 
also upon the same side between the dentes cuspidatus and lateral in- 
cisor, and upon the left between the cuspidatus and bicuspids. The 
fractures were nearly transverse. The anterior fragment was drawn very 
much downward and backward by the digastricus and other maxillary 
muscles acting as depressors, but the right lateral fragment was retained 
in its natural position by the levators. The extensive injury of the soft 
parts at this time was thought an objection to the application of paste- 
board and bandages according to the usual method. After determining 
upon the proper mode of treatment, apparatus being prepared, the 
depressed fragment was brought in apposition with the portions which 
retained their normal position. The teeth contiguous to the fracture 
being firm, a small wire was passed around those adjoining and fastened 
so as to retain the fragments in apposition. These were applied up- 
on both sides, and a bit of lint introduced to prevent the irritation of the 
wires. ‘The wounds were then dressed with adhesive plasters; a small 
compress applied under the chin, and retained by a bandage passing 
over the head and drawn moderately tight so as to support the lower 
jaw and keep it applied to the upper. A cathartic was administered, 
and the patient, Comparatively comfortable,:was left in the care of the 
nurse, with directions to apply lotions of spirits and water occasionally 
to the contused wound, and give such food as could be taken without 
much difficulty. On the following day considerable re-action came up ; 
throbbing pain in the head; pulse quick and violent, and considerable 
constitutional disturbance. Patient has not much recollection of what 
transpired on the preceding day. Bloodletting to a moderate extent, 
and a gentle cathartic was made use of. From this time no unpleasant 
symptoms arose. The ligatures were removed in about four weeks. The 
cure progressed kindly and rapidly, and at the end of six weeks was 
complete, leaving no deformity. 


Compound comminuted Fracture of the Jaw. 
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Remarks.—In this case the fracture was apparently the result of a 
blow upon the anterior of the jaw to the right of the symphysis, by 
one of the iron teeth from the cylinder of the machine. The exten- 
sive injury about the jaw rendered the application of pasteboards, &c., at 
the time impracticable; and yet something was requisite to preserve the 
fragments in céaptation. ‘The ligature was therefore obviously indi- 
cated ; and I think the wire preferable to the silk ligature, as it may be 
made more effectually to prevent all motion of the fragments. 

Cortlandville, N. Y., May 20th, 1842. | H. O. Jewerr. 


THE FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 


[From the twenty-fifth annual report of the Friends’ Asylum, located 
near Philadelphia, and under the care of Dr. Charles Evans as Attend- 
ing Physician and Dr. Pliny Earle as Resident Physician, we gather the 
following particulars respecting the success of the Asylum during the 
past year, with the general remarks attached. ] 

The whole number of patients under care during the year, ending on 
the Ist instant, has been 97; of whom 39 have been admitted, and 
36 discharged ; 3 have died; 13 were restored—4 much improved— 
10 improved—and 9 without improvement. Of the patients remainin 
in the Asylum, 1 is restored—6 much improved—3 senptotved-cuiid 
48 without improvement. The average number during the year is 54 
and 10-12; being less than reported last year, and a larger number of 
old chronic cases. 

The proportion of cures in the 635 patients who have been admitted 
to the institution is 41.41 in every hundred: but if we deduct the 68 
cases which, at the time of admission, had been deranged more than 10 
years, and which included 24 who either were idiots, or had been imbe- 
cile from puberty ; 7 cases complicated with epilepsy, and 6 which en- 
tered the Institution with the paralysis peculiar to the insane, it leaves 
594 cases, properly subject to treatment, and the cures are in the propor- 
tion of 47.47 in every hundred. 

The per centage of cures in cases of less than a year’s duration, tak- 
ing the whole 25 years, is 57.10. Within the last 10 years, it has 
been much greater. Nearly all of this class discharged as “much im- 
proved,” were almost well; but either pecuniary considerations or the 
anxiety of their friends, occasioned their removal as soon as the disease 
was so far overcome as to render their restoration probable; and in 
many instances, information was afterwards received of their perfect 
recovery. 

During the last few years, increased attention has been given to the 
statistics, or the results of treatment, in the various institutions devoted 
to the insane. ‘This increased desire for more extended information had 
elicited additional data, so that during the last year, a table of the sta- 
tistics of twenty-seven asylums, giving the results of treatment of 51,325 
patients, was compiled by the Resident Physician, and published in Phile- 
delpnia. This is the most comprehensive table of the kind ever printed 
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in this country ; but by information more recently received, from both 
this country and Europe, we have now before us the statistics of 58 
asylums, presenting an aggregate of more than 108,000 patients. Of 
these asylums, 14 are in the United States; 16 in England; 5 in Scot- 
land; 12 in Ireland; 4 in France; 2 in Holland; 3 in Italy; and 2 
in Germany. : 

The average of cures upon the whole number of admissions, in 8 
English ‘ Voluntary or Endowed Benevolent Institutions,” is 44.87 
per cent.; and that of 8 pauper asylums of the same country, is 37.35 
per cent. Among the latter, however, in those of Wakefield and Glou- 
cester, the average is more than 44; and in those of Nottingham and 
Stafford, more than 43 per cent. The average in 11 Irish asylums is 
45.91; and in 5 Scotch asylums, 45.09 per cent. | 

In the Congressional bill authorizing the census of 1840, it was order- 
ed that returns should be made of the idiotic and the insane, in the seve- 
ral States which constitute the Union. This requisition was partially 
fulfilled ; and by the returns it appears, that in the United States there 
are, of idiotic and insane whites, 14,518; of whom 4,339 are supported 
at the public expense ; and of colored people, 2,926, of whom 833 are 
supported in a sunilar manner. 

There are several circumstances which must operate as preventives 
to a complete return of all persons laboring under either congenital idiocy, 
or an attack of mental alienation. Dr. Brigham, of the Hartford Re- 
treat, remarks that he “ knows ” the returns from Connecticut are “ con- 
siderably less than the actual number;” and furthermore, that “in the 
State of New York, according to the late census, there are but 739 
supported at the public charge; while, according to the late returns of 
the superintendents of the poor of the State, there are 1058.” We fully 
coincide with this writer in the opinion, that the returns from the several 
States “do not exhibit more than two thirds of the actual number.” 
It appears that the proportion of insane to the whole population is much 
greater in the long-settled States bordering upon the Atlantic, than in 
those which have more recently been peopled, west of the Alleghany 
mountains. | 
~ The increased and still increasing interest in the welfare of the in- 
sane, cannot fail to awaken grateful emotions in every philanthropic 
mind. If there be any class of our fellow beings who, in a paramount 
degree, should obtain the sympathy and the benevolent exertions of 
every lover of his race, it is, unquestionably, the insane. They claim 
this pre-eminence in the attention of the philanthropist, not less from 
the unnecessary misery, wretchedness and tortures to which they have 
heretofore been, and in some place, still are subjected, than from the 
helpless and sorrowful condition to which a large portion of them are re- 
duced by the very nature of their disease. : 

Of the eighteen asylums, exclusively for’ the insane, in actual opera- 
tion, at the present time, in the United States, that which is under your 
supervision was established at an earlier period than any other, with the 
single exception of the one at Williamsburg, Virginia. A quarter of a 
century has elapsed since the Friends’ Asylum was opened for the recep- 
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tion of patients. During that period, the population of the country, 
and with it, the number of the insane, has been greatly augmented: that 
revolution which had then just commenced, in the management of those. 
who are suffering under mental alienation, has been completed ; the law. 
of true kindness, and correct principles of physical and moral treatment, 
have superseded the employment of excessive corporeal restraint, coer- 
cion and punishment; with increased resources by the means of which 
to prosecute a practical benevolence, that true philanthropy which re- 
cognizes every fellow being as a brother or a sister, has brought into 
existence numerous institutions, in which the poor, as well as the rich, 
are made partakers of the comforts of life, and furnished with every 
means which may contribute to the restoration of health. : 

In the improvements of asylums corresponding with this general pro- 
gress, it is believed that the one under your care has, in a good measure, 
kept pace with those which have more recently been established. There 
are few institutions of the kind, in which the facilities for an enlightened 
moral treatment are superior, if equal, to those of the Asylum near 
Frankford. | 

The garden, park, woods and fields in summer, the carpenter’s and 
the basket maker’s shop and a course of lectures on chemistry in win- 
ter; the library, circular rail-road and horses and carriage, at all sea- 
sons of the year, afford adequate means for occupation, recreation and 
amusement. ._ In warm weather so general is the resort to these, that 
during the past season it was not an unusual occurrence for twenty-five 
of the thirty men patients, to be entirely away from the Asylum building, 
distributed in the fields, at the library and elsewhere. Manual employ- 
ment still proves, as heretofore, the most effectual of the ‘ moral means,” 
for the promotion of a cure in the curable, and in making those more 
comfortable and contented, in whom the disease appears to have. be- 
come permanently established. But, while this pre-eminence is ac- 
corded to useful labor, we cannot entirely overlook the evident utility 
of recreation and innocent amusement. During the past season, a pa- 
tient laboring under the delusions of the most abject melancholy, was 
admitted into the Asylum. In his opinion all mankind had been brought 
to ‘ruin and destruction,” by the acts of himself alone. To him, the 
smoke ascending from a chimney indicated the commencement of a 
general conflagration of the universe; a conflagration imposed upon all 
created things, in retribution for the sins which he had committed. By 
long persuasion, he was induced to assist in raking leaves in the grove ; 
but to his mind he gathered them for no good purpose. They were the 
funeral pile upon which he was to be immolated. | 

The first smile which was won from this unfortunate patient, appeared 
while he was playing at ball, a game in which he had been induced to 
engage, after repeated and prolonged entreaty. From that time his pro- 
gress to recovery was constant and unusually rapid. 
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MEDICAL ANNIVERSARY. 


At the usual hour, on Wednesday last, the members of the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society convened in this city at the Masonic Temple. As 
the transactions of the day will appear in the proper order of time in the 
Society’s printed report, it is unnecessary to anticipate its official details. 
Dr. John Starkweather was expelled. Late in the afternoon the Fellows 
dined in the great hall of the United States Hotel, on a strictly temper- 
ance dinner—not a drop of wine appearing from beginning to the end of the 
feast. It will doubtless be hailed as a good omen, that the physicians of 
Massachusetts, in a body, have thus presented an example of temperance 
which is worth imitating by those who are influenced by medical opinions. 

On Thursday, May 26th, the newly elected Counsellors convened at 
their rooms in the Temple, at 10 o’clock in the morning. Not having 
procured the names of the Counsellors in the different medical districts, 
those belonging to Suffolk alone are given to-day. They are as follows : 
Drs. J. Jackson, G. C. Shattuck, J. Bigelow, E. Hale, S. D. Townsend, 
J. Ware, Z. B. Adams, J. Jeffries, G. W. Otis, Jr., J. Morrill, W. Lewis, 
Jr., D. H. Storer, J. Flint, J. D. Fisher, C. G. Putnam, J. Homans, W. 
Strong, C. T. Hildreth, and J. V.C. Smith. Dr. Wyman, President of 
the Society, declining to be a candidate for re-election, on the first ballot 
Dr. Jacob Bigelow, of Boston, was chosen, and Dr. Robert Thaxter, of 
Dorchester, was chosen Vice President. Dr. S. D. Townsend, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. Dr. 8S. Morrill, Recording Secretary. Dr. W. Strong, 
Treasurer. Dr. W. Lewis, Jr., Librarian. Drs. J. Jeffries, Z. B. Adams, 
A. Hooker, W. Lewis, Jr., and G. W. Otis, Jr., Censors at large, and 
for the First Medical District. ~ 

A Medical History of the County of Franklin was the title of the dis- 
course by Dr. Williams on Wednesday. which will also appear in the 
regular course of the Society’s publications. | 


Brodie on the Joints.—The present season, this work, from the press 
of Mr. Marvin, in Congress street, was distributed to the Fellows of the 
Medical Society. It makes the twelfth consecutive volume of the Library 
of Practical Medicine, published by order of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, for the members. So well and extensively known are the pro- 
ductions of Sir Benjamin Brodie, that any comments on his treatise upon 
the Diseases of the Joints would, be quite superfluous. It would not be 
amiss, however, to remark that the value of this American edition is en- 


hanced by the fact that the title-page announces it to have alterations 


New England Quarterly Journal.—Although the regular time for the 
first number of this publication is the first of July, by a spirited effort on 
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the part of its conductors, it appeared last Wednesday. This number is 
mehly creditable to the good taste, industry and judgment of the editors, 
There is not an original article in it that will not be prized by medical 
readers, and gain much abroad for the scientific character of the writers, 
It would not be exactly fair to copy, as it might prevent some from pa- 
tronizing the work, if they could get the pith and marrow through some 
other channel. Gentlemen of sound discretion, whose opinions have 
weight in the medical community, unhesitatingly say that a Journal of 
this kind is wanted. If it is not sustained, since its advent is made under 
very propitious circumstances, it will be a reproach to the profession of 
New England. In the first place, it is cheap—three dollars, only, a year; 
the originality, also, of the papers, and the high sources from which they 
emanate, must command the respect of all who have any acquaintance 
with the standing of the authors. With such efforts as are contemplated, 
we hope for the long life, prosperity and commanding influence of the 
New England Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 


Western, Lancet.—Lancet is becoming a favorite name for a medical 
journal. There are now two in the United States, one in London, and 
one in France—and perhaps more. The youngest of the whole was issued 
at Cincinnati, the first of May, under the editorial control of Leonidas 
Moreau Lawson, M.D., in an octavo form of forty-eight pages, to appear 
hereafter monthly—price $3 per annum. Several journals have been 
launched at the West within less than twenty years, but they were suffered 
to languish and finally die, for a want of that encouragement for which no 
other interest was ever known to go a begging in the enterprising city and 
neighborhood of Cincinnati. If Dr. Lawson does not succeed, no one 
can, as it must then be evident that a general apathy towards home talent 
and industry predominates where there should be patronage, scientific ef- 
fort and unceasing ambition to sustain a medical press. Perhaps we are, 
to some extent, selfish in all this, since we are, in a measure, deprived of 
a knowledge of the progress of the profession over the vast domain of the 
Western States, if their own journals cannot be fed with appropriate nu- 
triment. 

Dr. Lawson has our best wishes for success, which he gives evidence of 
desiring to merit from all his readers. He must expect, however, slow 
payments, and warm promises of literary assistance which will never be 
rendered ; but, with the exercise of that degree of patience which charac- 
terizes all medical editors, and an untiring devotion to the cause he has 
espoused—the dissemination of knowledge that promotes human happi- 


ness—in the end he may have the satisfaction of knowing that “all is well 
that ends well.” 


Pharmacopeia of the United States.—The New York Medical Gazette 
speaks of having received a copy of the third decennial edition of this 
work. It is very singular that a publication of such importance as that 
should be, has not been sent to this market. Since the Pharmacopeia is 
designed for the whole United States, it ought to circulate beyond New 
York, where, thus far, it appears only to have been seen. One of the 

eat mistakes of publishers at the south of Boston, is in not anticipating 
the patronage of the north. If medical books are worth having any where, 
they are so here; and yet it is no uncommon circumstance to find, in that - 
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direction, elaborate notices of publications that rarely get this way till the 
curiosity which their announcement excited at first, has entirely passed 
away. Messrs. Wiley & Putnam might, with a hope of ultimate advan- 
tage, enter upon their order-book Boston, Salem, Portsmouth, Portland, 
Providence, &c. &c., which are places where good books find a quick sale. 
Although apprized that:a specimen volume is on the way for ourselves, we 


have a strong wish that others should have a chance of buying it if they 
choose. 


Boston Medical Dispensary.— Within a day or two the Dispensary phy- 
sicians of the city have had a meeting in regard to petitioning the trustees 
of the Dispensary, for some compensation, which is likely to be favorably 
received. This is gratifying intelligence. They should have been paid 
years ago,—and some of the old servants of this charity ought to receive 
a pension for past services. But things are likely to be put in the right 
train at last. If there is not a permanent fund sufficient to pay a sum to 
each one, equal to the rent of an office, let a new subscription be opened at 
once, to increase it. The good people of Boston never were known to 
neglect a call of this kind. 


Cupping Apparatus.—Mr. Thomas P. Codman, of Roxbury, manufac- 
tures a beautiful article for cupping. One of the principal advantages in 
the glasses devised by him, is the large aperture for receiving an excoriat- 
ed nipple, when used for a breast pump. An ordinary English set of 
cupping glasses, with the fixtures, costs from eight to rot dollars. No- 
thing can be more perfect, in all respects, so far as we can discover, than 
Mr. Codman’s apparatus, which is afforded at a moderate price, and for 
which orders may be addressed from any part of the country. There is 
a difficulty in describing the construction of the tubes, valves, piston, &c., 
which particularly characterize this instrument. Those who can, there- 
fore, had better call and examine an excellent specimen at this office. 
Economy should influence us in the purchase of instruments, as much as 


in procuring any thing else that it may be convenient or desirable to 
possess. 


Case of Nasal Enlargement successfully treated. By Dr. Cuar.es 
Cray, Lec. on Med. Juris., &c., Manchester.—In May, 1941, I was con- 
sulted by a young lady who had a peculiar enlargement of the nose, not 
pes dt with pain or inconvenience, excepting from its size; its ap- 
pearance, however, was a circumstance to be considered: many different 
plans had been adopted, but without any effect. From the history of the 
case, I suspected it arose from deficient menstruation, as those periodical 
discharges were not only small in quantity, but at lengthened intervals, 
and attended with considerable pain, which had been the case for three 
years. It was evident constitutional treatment was indicated, independent 
of any application to the local enlargement; I therefore commenced with 
giving the mistura ferri composita (L. P.) in the day-time, and two of the 
compound aloes pills (P. L.) at bed-time ; this was more or less the consti- 
tutional treatment throughout, varied very slightly as circumstances might 
require. But to the local enlargement I adopted the following novel plan: 
Taking a quantity of plaster of Paris, 1 made a mould of the nose, and 
whilst wet, I placed tapes in the plaster to secure it afterwards; the mid- 
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dle of one tape fastened to the mould was intended for securing it later. 
ally by each end crossing the cheek on the same side, and tying together 
behind the neck; a second tape directed its course between the eyes over 
the centre of the os frontis, over the head, and secured to the tape be- 
hind the neck; when sufficiently hard, the mould was removed, baked, 
and well seasoned with oil; when thus prepared it was re-placed on the 
nose, and secured by the tapes so as to effect a gentle and equal pressure 
on the organ, the weight of the mould assisting, as it was made purposely 
rather thick, the lower part being left open to facilitate breathing. After 
wearing it in this manner a week, I found the mould much too large for 
the nose, as it sat very loosely upon it. I was, therefore, certain the pres- 
sure had effected a considerable reduction in the size of the part affected : 
encouraged: by this, a second mould was made on the reduced organ, 
which was accompanied with the same satisfactory results; a third, 
fourth and fifth mould followed, when the nose had assumed its natural 
size and appearance. On comparing the last with the first mould, the 
contrast was very striking, and would scarcely have been believed by any 
person who had not witnessed the process; each mould was worn about 
a fortnight, with the exception of the first and last; the former about a 
week; the latter was advised to be worn longer, and relinquished by de- 
grees ; the constitutional treatment succeeded in effecting menstruation 
regularly, and in a sufficient quantity. The nose still remains its natural 
size. I think this plan might be applied with advantage in many cases; 
the effect of pressure in chronic enlargements is well known; it is only 
the novel way of employing it that deserves attention in this case—Lon- 
don Lancet. 


Cure for Sore Nipple.—In a case which I attended some time ago, I 
tried several of the means mentioned by Velpeau without any effect. 
They are generally greasy, nasty, painful, or poisonous applications. 
Now, you want an application that will not be injurious to the child, 
and that will thicken and toughen the nipple and the surrounding in- 
tegumenis. It occurred to me that a solution containing tannin might 
have this effect. I first tried the decoction of oak-bark: upon another 
occasion I applied the tincture of catechu. This answered eer & 
the nipple, which had been intolerably painful for weeks, and was de- 
nuded, returned to its natural state within a day or two, and the mother, 
who was about to wean her child in despair, was able to suckle it for 
more than twelve months, without any inconvenience. 

The tincture of catechu should be applied twice a day with a camel’s- 
hair pencil.— W. F., in Ibid. 


Relief from Paroxysms of Coughing. By G. Rosinson.—l believe 
suffocating cough has not at present any remedy proposed for it buta 
smart tap on the back. This is a practice I think not so good as might 
be proposed or wished for, and one that I would not allow to be practised 
on myself, nor do I think there are many who would. If we reflect a 
jittle on what takes place, we must see that the constant cough during 
the paroxysm allows of scarcely any other action of the lungs than forci- 
ble expiration, and might thus proceed if the lungs were exhausted suf- 
ficiently to cause closure of the glottis. From these considerations it 
follows that our endeavors must be directed in such a way as to pre- 
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vent the exhaustion of the lungs from going on. This brings me to the 
method I adopted, or rather invented, years ago, for the relief of this 
very distressing affection. It is so simple that I am surprised it has not 
been proposed before. My mode of proceeding is to close the patient’s 
nostrils with my thumb and forefinger during expiration, and leave them 
free during inspiration, and in a very short time the patient will be re- 
lieved from his paroxysm. I have followed this plan whenever I have 
had occasion to do so, and always with complete success. In confirma- 
tion of the propriety of this practice, I think I cannot give a more illus- 
trative case than the following: : 

A near and dear relative, afflicted with hemiplegia during nearly thir- 
teen years, consequent on an apoplectic attack, of very advanced age, 
being rather more than 80 when she died, during the last two years of 
her life was repeatedly seized with paroxysms of suffocating cough, whic 
threatened at times to prove fatal to her; in fact, she coughed sometimes 
until her face acquired a bluish tint, and I have been in considerable 
doubt which way the balance would turn. When these paroxysms first 
occurred I was not prepared with any remedy, but after a time, as her 
deglutition became more affected, they arose so often that I was in a man- 
ner obliged to devise, if possible, a remedy ; and that was the method above 
described, and which never failed to relieve her. I think a case more 
in point, and one more advantageous as a test for the experiment, cannot 
well be imagined.—Jbzd. 


Medical Miscellany.—A vote of thanks was’ given Dr. Mather, one of 
the faculty of the Castleton Medical School, by the class, for his late able 
course of instruction.—Dr. Hamilton, now at Castleton, lately took outa 
large tumor, partly within the axilla. The patient, a lady, sustained the 
operation with great firmness.—On the 16th day of May a medical con- 
vention was held at Cincinnati.—J. P. Kirtland, M.D., has resigned the 
chair of Theory and Practice in the Ohio Medical College, and accepted 
the same professorship in the Willoughby University. 


Marrirp,—In Derby, Vt.,Geo. A. Hinman, M.D., to Miss Mary P. Robbins. 
—At Philadelphia, Geo. Gourly, M. D., of Ireland, to Miss M. B. North. 


Diep,—At Woodstock, Vt., Mr. James C. Duncan, of Hancock, N. H., a 
student inthe Vermont Medical College, 22.—At New York, Dr. George Ack- 
erly, 45.—At Hallon Hall, near Worcester, Eng., on Friday, April 29th, where he 
was on a visit to dine, the celebrated Sir Charles Bell, the distinguished anato- 
mist and anatomical writer. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending May 28, 35.—Males, 20 ; Females, 18. Stillborn, 1. 

Of consumption, 2—measles, 3—fits, 1—scarlet fever, 5—brain fever, 2—croup, 3—infantile, 4— 
dropsy on the brain, 1—lung fever, 2—mortification, 2—intemperance, 1—apoplexy, 1—erysipelas, 
2—inflammation of the stomach, l—old age, 1—tumor in the bowels, 1—dropsy, l1—suicide, 1—in- 
flammation of the bowels, 1. , 


SURGICAL INSTRU MENTS. 
Maynarp & Noyes, wholesale druggists, 11 Merchants’ Row, have constantly on hand a full assort- 
ment of Surgical Instruments, which they will sell to physicians and dentists at a sniall advance on 
manufacturers’ prices—consisting in part of the following :—Amputating, trepanning, midwifery, dis- 
secting, dental, hydrocele, eye, lachrymal, pocket, stomach, injecting, cupping and breast instrumen 
incases. Scarificators, silver male and female catheters, gum-elastic catheters, bougies, pessaries an 
nipple shields. Suspensary bandages, silver and brass spring lancets, thumb and gum lancets, tourni- 
quets, tonsil instruments, trocars, stethoscopes, trusses, needles, extracting instruments in cases, 
turnkeys ; hogy Be teeth forceps, 12 patterns; teeth forceps, straight, curved and hawk-bill shape ; 
tooth punches, borers, pluggers, or hooks and files, platina wire, gold and tin foil. 

e 1—lamly 


4 
€ 
? 
4 


276 Medical Advertisements. 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
Tue annual session of Lectures will commence on the first Tuesday of October, and continue sixteen 


Surgery, by ALDEN Marcu, M.D. 

" and Practice of Medicine, by James McNavenron, M.D. 
Obstetrics, by Ebenezer Emmons, M.D. 

Materia Medica, by T. Romeyn Beck, M.D. 

Chemistry, by Lewis C. Beck, M.D. 

Anatomy, by James H. ArmsBy, M.D. 

Institutes of Medicine, by Tuomas Hun, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by Amos Degan, Esq. 


Lecture fees, $70. Matriculation fee, $5. Graduation fee, $20. Boarding, from $2,50 to $3,00 per 
J. H. ARMSBY, M.D., Registrar. 
ALDEN MARCH, M.D., President. Al.27—tO 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
Tue subscribers, at their rooms in Tremont street, continne to give personal instruction to private pupils 
as heretofore, in the various branches of medicine, in connection with the practical pursuit of anatomy, 
and attendance on the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Eye and Eai Infirmary, and the other op- 
portunities belonging to their school. JACOB ELOW 
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UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 
Tug subscriber having moved from No. 16 Howard street to No. 3 Winter street, would inform medi- 
cal gentlemen that he still continues to manufacture his improved “ Cuapin’s Abdominal Supporters, 
and they can be furnished with this instrument (which has been found so useful in cases of prolapsus 
uteri, abdominal and dorsal weaknesses, as well as in cases of prolapsus ani), from $2,50 to $7,00, ac- 
cording to the finish. Perineum straps (extra) at 75 cts. to $1,00. The measure of the patients to 
be taken around the pelvis in inches. 

Reference may be had to the following physicians in Boston, among others, who recommend this in- 
strument :—Drs. John C. Warren, J. Randall, W. Channing, Geo. Hayward, J. Ware, E. Reynolds, 
Jr., J. Jeffries, G. B. Doane, J. V. C. Smith, W. Lewis, Jr., J. Homans, J. Mason Warren, &c. 

The supporter, with printed instructions for applying the same, will be furnished and exchanged 
until suitably fitted, by application personally, or by letter, to A. F. BARTLETT, 

No. 3 Winter, corner of Washington st., Boston. 

The above may also be obtained of Messrs. James Green & Co., Worcester; G. H. Carleton 

Co., Lowell; Joshua Durgin & Co., Portland, Me. 


INSTRUMENTS. 
Taeovore Merca.r, Apothecary, No. 33 Tremont Row, offers to surgeons and dentists, the best 
selected assortment of Instruments to be found in the city: consisting in part of Amputating, Trepan- 
ning, Obstetrical, Dissecting, Strabismus, Pocket, Eye and Cocper’s Cases; Scurificators, Catheters, 
Bougies, Stomach Pumps, Injecting do., Spring and Thumb Lancets, Dissecting and Dressing Scissors, 
Trocars, Needles, Bistouries; Dressing, Dissecting, Polypus and Throat Forceps, Tonsil Instruments, 
&c. &c. of American and English manufacture. 

Extracting Forceps, in sets of 12, or singly, of superior form and finish ; Excavators, Burrs, Plug- 
gers, Drills, Files ; Cutting, Splitting and Punching Forceps ; Gold and Platina Plate and Wire, Solder 
and Springs, Gold and Tin Foil, MingxaL TEETH, in great variety (much the largest assortment to be 
found in N. England), Grindstones, and almost every article used in the surgical or mechanical de- 
pamments of Dentistry. 

All orders from the country carefully and promptly executed. D. 1.—6m 


TREATMENT OF HERNIA.—DR. CHASE'S TRUSS. 
Tue undersigned hereby gives notice, that he is furnished with the various instruments invented by 
Heber Chase, M.D., of Philadelphia, for the radical cure of Hernia; and will continue to attend per- 
sonally to their application, as he has heretofore done during the absence of the late Dr. E. W. Leach, 
of this city. HENRY G. CLARK, M.D., 
May 19, 1842. My 25— No. 204 Hanover street, Boston. 


VACCINE VIRUS. 
PaysiIcians in any section of the United States can procure ten quills charged with Pure VaccingE 
Virus, by return mail, on addressing the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, enclosing 
one dollar, post paid, without which no letter will be taken from the post office. June 19 


INFIRMARY AT CONCORD, N. H. 
For thesurgical treatment of diseases of the eye and ear, club-feet, curvature of the spine, and othe 
distortions of the joints, whether arising from muscular contractions or other causes. 
Concord, N. H., March 25, 1842. Ap. 6— THO. CHADBOURNE, M.D. 
WILLIAM D. BUCK, M.D. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin St., to whom al] communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumes each year. J, V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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